LIS 763   Amy


I read for escape.  Instead of “Calgon, take me away” it’s “reading, take me away.”  This means I primarily read fiction.  The nonfiction I read is usually something I pick when I need information for a specific task or on a particular subject.  
Character and plot are equally important to me in choosing a book (although a particular book may have more or less emphasis on these two things).  I look for a compelling story with interesting characters to draw me into a book.  I stay away from books that focus on blood, guts, murder or cruelty.  These can be in the story, just not the focus of the story.  In general, I like stories that have an upbeat or positive mood as compared to depressing or dark mood.  I look for characters who I can sympathize with, who I can identify with or who might be interesting to be around in real life, even if (or maybe especially if) they are completely different that I am.   
A humorous writing style or characters with good senses of humor are always interesting to me.  
I like fairly fast-paced stories with spare/sparse direct and accessible writing.  I want to be drawn into the story quickly.  I want to be able to pick up the book at short intervals and be able to get right back into the story rather that have to reread the last chapter to remember what is happening in the book.  I don’t like predictable stories; I want to be pulled into the story and not know what to expect next.  I want to be transported into the plot and loose myself in it.                         


I gravitate toward stories with strong, likeable or emotionally accessible female characters.  When I am browsing for something to read I use a short cut and look for books written by women.  When Rosamund Pilcher was writing I could not wait for her next book to come out.  It’s not that I don’t enjoy books written by men, it’s just easier to find female leads in books written by women.  However, sometimes this choice leads to me a type of chick lit that I don’t like--whiney women or women who act as victims.  Confessions of a Shopaholic by Sophie Kinsella is an example of this for me.    

The frame is an important element to me.  I like stories about human relationships with details of places that I have visited (especially details of Scotland and England); details of Jacobitism; details of medieval life; or details of the American Revolution.  It’s important to me that the historical details to be relevant to the plot and not just wallpaper.  It really annoys me to think a book has historical detail and then find the plot is not rooted in the geographical or historical setting.    


Genres I like are historical fiction and historical romance set generally in Northern Europe , time travel and time travel romance.  Generally, I don’t like Regency Romances because the tone is a bit too melodramatic and the romance is too chaste.  If there is going to be romance and sex, I want interesting language and writing to portray this.  I think Diane Gabaldon is a good example of lustful language that doesn’t rely on tired euphemisms.  
Books I liked:

Outlander by Diane Gabaldon (Romance, time travel, a time period in history in Scotland that interests--all good!  Strong female character matching wits with equally strong male characters.  This book is my definition of perfect escape reading.  Witty and sexy repartee between Jamie and Claire is just downright fun!)   

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood (Thought provoking, unexpected and riveting.) 
Remember Me by Sophie Kinsella (Funny, fast paced humor. A laugh a minute!  A fresh take on living with the mistakes we make.)    
Books I did not enjoy:

Twilight by Stephanie Meyer (I wanted to slap Bella upside the head!  She seemed whinny and annoying to me.  I didn’t like her and I didn’t understand the instant devotion she had to Edward.  Yes, he may have been beautiful, but I just didn’t see any other attraction between them to sustain a love story. )  
Confessions of a Shopaholic by Sophie Kinsella (Irresponsible ditsy woman.  Too many stock characters to make the humor work for me.)    
The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara (I really wanted to like this one.  I tried to listen to it on CD and I couldn’t keep the story straight, the changing points of view threw me, and I never finished it.)  
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