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The way I began to search for the books that I would suggest for my client was too read her profile.  From this profile I made a list of key words she used to describe her reading likes and dislike. I then made a list of the authors she liked, obtained from her Books I liked Section, and made a list of authors she didn’t like. I did the same thing with the books titles from both lists. I figured that with everything in front of me on one page in a list it would be easier for me to find the information I needed to make my suggestions, rather than to have to keep flipping back to the reader profile. I began by searching for books that seemed to match the genres from her list of books she liked. One chick lit, a romance fantasy time travel and a science fiction book. I then would take these genre types and try to find books within them that matched my reader’s likes.


I began by using The Outlander by Diane Gabaldon.  My client likes strong women characters and time travel romance as well as a setting and plot that is based in history, especially Scottish history. Keeping this in mind I searched both amazon.com and Barnes and Nobel to get a better idea of what the Outlander book was about and what other books are similar in style and plot. I used the reviews on these sites to better understand the book. I also relied on the area showing what other customers bought to get ideas for other books that are similar to it. I searched through a lot of books, and when I found ones that seemed that maybe they would work I would check what is said about them on Novelist, and check any reviews or read-a-likes that were suggest for the titles. Often I found that the Outlander book was on the read-a-like lists. After going over many reviews and looking for certain key words used to describe the book, matching them to the ones that my client used in her profile, I choose the book Night Visitor by Melanie Jackson. From the reviews that I read about this book, it is said to be a fast paced, time travel romance with a female heroin. The story is fact based in Scotland with good historical detail and a compelling storyline. It seemed to match many of the things that my client looks for in a novel.

I began my next search differently. I started at What do I read next?. I used Margaret Atwood, who wrote The Handmaid’s Tale, to start my search. I searched related authors using her name. There were a lot of responses to my search. After finding an author that seemed to have the same appeal as Margaret Atwood, I used Novelist to search her book reviews looking for similar keywords used by my client to describe their reading likes. After eliminating many books because of less than strong female characters, and plots that the takes a while for the reader to be drawn into, I found a book that seemed to match my clients reading likes very well, The Rising of the Moon by Flynn Connolly. The book has strong female characters, a future time setting, (it’s set in Ireland, although not Scotland, it shares many similar landscapes and ideals), it’s fast paced and according to almost all of the reviews I read, it’s very thought provoking, another of my clients likes. 

 I have to admit that I wasn’t a big fan of What Do I read next, especially when you use the browse for a good book options on the right hand side of the page. There are too many limiters and you often get titles returned that are totally off the topic from what you are searching for and it wastes a lot of time picking through them.

For my third suggestion I wanted to find a chit-lit book for my client because she wrote that she enjoyed Remember me by Sophie Kinsella. Yet, this was going to be a little harder for me because she also wrote that she disliked Confessions of a Shopaholic by the same author. I first read the reviews of these two books to help me identify what the differences were between them. I then used what I learned from the reviews of these books, plus what my client listed as her reasons for liking and disliking the two books, to help me find a book to suggest. I began by using Barnes & Nobel as well as Amazon.com to help me locate similar authors and titles. Both gave me some great ideas for authors of similar books. After picking a book by author Madeleine Wickham I felt like I was done. Yet, only after careful reading of some more of the reviews, I found out that Madeleine Wickham and Sophie Kinsella are the same people and decided that my client probably knew that and was aware of the books written by this author, so I went back to searching. I actually found my next book by using reviews and recommendations provided by people on Goodreads.com. Using titles mentioned by people on this site, I went to novelist and Amazon to get more information on the titles. I picked a book that I was sure didn’t have a whinny, ditsy character, had a lot of humor and was positive and upbeat. Milkrun by Sarah Mlynowski is the 3rd suggestion I have for my client.
When suggesting titles for my client I made it a point not to use the same process for each title I picked. This way I was sure to get different point of views when reading reviews. I cross referenced titles and authors numerous times in different sources in order to find books that my fit my client’s preferences. I can’t remember many of the books and authors I decided not to suggest because I often read the review looking for similarities to my clients likes before even looking at the title or author of the book, especially when using B&N or Amazon. If I didn’t see words that help describe my client’s reading likes or found the words that she used to describe her reading dislikes in the reviews, I just moved on to my next selection.  Many times I almost settled on a certain books and then decided that I could probably find one that matched my clients likes closer if I kept my search going just a little longer, or switched up the search source I was using. Sometimes it worked and sometimes it didn’t.
Suggestions

Night Visitor by Melanie Jackson (time travel romance set in Scotland, with a strong female character)

The Rising of the Moon by Flynn Connolly (Set in Ireland in the near future, Strong female character, very though provoking)

Milkrun by Sarah Mlynowski (Humorous, upbeat, identifiable female character)

