Take Ten:

Fantasy Novels for the Rest of Us
Magic and fantasy are present in many novels.  Fantasy does not only mean fat, 14 volume series at 1,000 pages a book.  There are plenty of fantasy novels for those who just want to inject a little magic into their reading lists and lives.  Here are 10 suggestions to get you started.

Adams, Richard.  Watership Down
Fiver senses the impending disaster about to befall his community and convinces a small band to leave the safety of home and run away.  Hazel, the leader, takes the group on an Exodus like journey to the promised land of Watership Down.  Hazel, Fiver and their band are no ordinary pilgrims, however.  They are rabbits and the reader is drawn into their world of warrens, rabbit folk-lore, and complex politics while following them on their dangerous journey.  The result is a moving tale of survival and adventure, no matter the species.
Donohue, Keith.  The Stolen Child
At age 7, Henry Day is kidnapped by a pack of hobgoblins who replace him with one of their own.  The chapters alternate between the experiences of human Henry and hobgoblin Henry.  Neither Henry feels content in his life, and both are losing a grip on their true pasts.  Their concurrent struggle to find where they came from lead the two Henrys to finally meet decades later.

Dunn, Mark.  Ella Minnow Pea

In this epistolary novel, a young girl named Ella, lives on the fictional island of Nollop off the coast of North Carolina.  The island is named for Nevin Nollop, the author of the famous sentence “The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog.”  When the local government begins banning letters of the alphabet as they fall off of Nollop’s memorial statue, Ella begins to fight for her community’s freedom of expression.  Ella does what she can, but with each falling letter it becomes more difficult for her to communicate.

Fforde, Jasper.  The Eyre Affair
In the first of Fforde’s popular Thursday Next novels, the reader is introduced to a parallel world to ours where literature plays an important part of everyday life.  It is 1985 in England and Thursday Next is a Special Operative in the Literary Crimes division.  In this adventure she must stop a plot by the evil Acheron Hades to use he Uncle’s prose portal invention to go into books and kidnap famous characters including Jane Eyre.  Will classic literature survive intact or be changed forever?
Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere
Richard Mayhew is your average young Londoner, until he stops to help a young homeless girl he finds on the street.  This chance encounter leads Richard into “London Below,” a dark and magical parallel city under the familiar streets of his hometown.  Before he can return to the world above, Richard must battle monsters and henchmen, visit with a fallen angel, and find his own inner strength.  
King, Stephen.  The Eyes of the Dragon
In a mythical kingdom, the aging king is murdered by his court magician who in turn frames Peter, the eldest prince, for the crime.  Thomas, the impressionable younger son, ascends to the throne and is used as a puppet by the evil magician.  Peter is the kingdom’s last hope, if only he can escape from prison.  This pure adventure fantasy is unlike any of King’s horror novels.
Maguire, Gregory.  Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister
Ever wonder how Cinderella’s stepsisters got to be so “mean”?  Maguire re-imagines this famous fairy tale by recounting the story of the plain looking and impoverished, Iris Fisher, who, along with her mother and retarded sister, flee their home after their father’s violent death, to seek refuge in their mother’s homeland of Holland.  Things are not much better in Holland, but the family slowly builds a life, a life that ultimately leads Iris and her family to Clara van den Meer (Cinderella).

McCracken, Elizabeth.  The Giant’s House

Peggy Cort, is a librarian on Cape Cod, longing for more meaning in her life.  James Sweatt, is 14 years her junior and a giant.  The two outcasts fill a void in each other’s lives and are drawn together into a poignant friendship that, in time, evolves into a love affair.
Millhauser, Steven.  The Knife Thrower and Other Stories

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, Millhauser shows off his skill at creating stories that creep just past the edge of reality as we know it and into, for example, otherworldly amusement parks.  Odd animals, duels, and magic fill these tales with a sense of awe.  The stories are fanciful with at least one big toe still firmly on the ground.  This collection serves as a great introduction to Millhauser’s work.
Swift, Jonathan.  Gulliver’s Travels

In this classic novel, 18th Century, explorer Lemuel Gulliver, encounters Lilliputians, giants, scientists, philosophers, and brutes in five different worlds.  Swift used each encounter to skewer his contemporaries, but 300 years later, his insight into human behavior and hypocrisy is still surprisingly fresh.
