
 
 
 

 

 
 
Tired of your Tired of your Tired of your 

life? life? life?    
   

Pick up some-Pick up some-Pick up some-
one else’s...one else’s...one else’s...   

 
Gantos, Jack. Hole in My Life.  
New York: FSG, 2002.  
Think  $10,000 and a job sail-
ing up the Atlantic Coast is a  
good idea? Think again. 
 
Hart, Elva Trevino. Barefoot 
Heart: Stories of a Migrant 
Child. Tempe: Bilingual Press, 
1999.  What  is it like never 
having a  place to call home?  
 
Krakauer, Jon. Into the Wild. 
New York: Villard, 1996.  
Chris gave up everything he 
had to travel the West only to 
be found alone and dead in an 
abandoned bus in Alaska. What 
happened? 
 
Mah, Adeline Yen. Chinese Cin-
derella. New York: Delacorte, 
1999.  Wu Mei tries to under-
stand and survive the cruelties 
of her stepmother. 
 
Myers, Walter Dean. Bad Boy: A 
Memoir. New York: Harper-
Collins, 2001.  The author of 
Monster  recounts fighting, 
reading and  growing up in 
Harlem. 
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Runyon, Brent. The Burn Jour-
nals. New York: Knopf, 2004. 
What is so awful about Brent’s 
life that he soaks a robe in 
gasoline and sets himself on 
fire? That’s what he is trying to 
remember. 
 
Sebold, Alice. Lucky. New York: 
Scribner, 1999. A survivor of a 
brutal rape, Alice picks up the 
pieces of her life with hope 
and determination. 
 
Vizzini, Ned. Teen Angst? 
Naah…A Quasi-Autobiography. 
Minneapolis: Free Spirit, 2000. 
Addicted to video games? Ever 
scrounged up money for prom? 
Welcome to high school. Share 
Ned’s pain. 
 
Zailckas, Koren. Smashed: 
Story of a Drunken Girlhood. 
New York: Viking, 2005. She’s 
blacked out, thrown up and 
had her stomach pumped; yet 
Koren keeps taking another 
drink.  
 
Zenatti, Valerie. When I was a 
Soldier. New York: Bloomsbury, 
2005. Before, Valerie’s biggest 
question in life was “What will I 
wear?”  Now, it’s “Why am I 
fighting?”  Will she ever find an 
answer? 
                        At your  

public  
library 
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